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Heralding The End Time- by i Jamiu

I n most of the books written by scholars of hadith, a chapter is common to N

them titled O6the book of fitnahowh

what will happen towards the end of the world. This topic is so important th
Prophet (SAW) taught a duaodo to be mdg
the solat) part of which read as fo
punishment of hellfire, and from the punishment in the grave,framd the fitnah
(trial and affliction) of living and dying and from the fitnah of Masiah Dajjal. One
of the more popular Hadith is where the prophet (SAW) mentioned that the ho]
not come to pass until a man pass by a grave and wish that he was the one int
not because of poverty but because of the afflictions (recorded in the Book of Afi
in Sahih Bukhari).
In the World today, there abound afflictions that could make one to wish that
dead especially in the muslim world where our lands are occupied with the atf
killing, opression and carnage from Chechnya to Kashmir, from Afganistan to Irg
from Somalia to Pakistan. The Muslims and our religion are painted in bad pict
the worl ddés media and all efforts i
The state of the Muslimsd affair hayf
that the people will gather round the Muslims as if they gather to attend a feast
situation is not helped by our leaders who are complicit in perpetrating the in;
again the Muslims.
The question that has been asked and that will continue to be asked is why |
found ourselves in this mess? The answer is to be found in no other place tha
book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger. For example, Allah (SWT) {
Suratul Rad verse 11.:
A...Verily! All ©h wil |l not change tH
change their state (of goodness) themselves (by committing sins and by
ungrateful and disobedient to Allah). But when Allah wills a people's punishment
can be no turning back of it and th
This verse is clearly telling us that the situation we found ourselves now is becq
as Muslims are not doing what is expected of us as Muslims. We have failed to i
and that has |l ed to the deterioratio
The next question to be asked is what is the solution to the problem identified
The answer lies in following the steps highlighted below
i) Return to the pristine Islam has practiced by the Prophet(SAW) and our
predecessors as one of the Imams said that nothing will make good the conditio
latter generation if not what make good the condition of the earlier generatiof
means that the early Muslims were successful materially and spiritually based
adherence to the Qurdan and the Sun
follow in their footsteps. Our success is in total obedience to Allah and his mess
ii) We must learn about our religion and practice what we learnt. This i
distinguishing factor between Muslims of today and our forefathers in faith
Muslims today have so much access to knowledge but we learn little and practi
less whereas the early Muslims learn continuously and earnestly strived to img
their knowledge.
iii) We must strive to work for Islam and promote the message of Islam without 1|
blame of the people and we should know that whatever we see around us as cf
are nothing compared with the promise of Allah to make His religion uppermost 4
should take solace in the verses quoted below:
AnThose (i .e. believers) unt o whom t
(pagans) have gathered against you (a great army), therefore, fear them." But
increased them in Faith, and they said: "Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and Heg
Best Disposer of affairs (for us)." (Aali Imran 3:173)
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FROM THE SUNNAH
Faith & Trust

rusting in Allah means that whenc
we hear a command, we obey]it.
We recognize that we are limited

to explain away the commands of
lah by saying that it is for another

us is oppressive. We accept and o
This is faith and trust.
Narrated Imran ibn Husayn:

enty thousand people of my Ummg
would be admitted into Paradise wilk
out rendering any account. They (}
companions) said: Who would
those (fortunate persons)? He
Prophet) said: Those who do not chu:

trust in their Lord, Sahih Musli
Book 1, Number 0422,

tle (SAW) said: A strong believer
better and is more lovable to All§
than a weak believer, and there] is

which gives you benefit (in the He
after) and seek help from Allah aphd
do not lose heart, and if anything {i
the form of trouble) comes to ydP
don't say: If | had not done that,|it
would not have happened so and
but say: Allah did that what He h
ordained to do and your "if" opens

gate for the Satan. (Sahih Musli
Book 32, Number 6441).

Ibn Abass narrated that one day
was riding behind Allah's Messeng
and he said, "Young man, if you 4§
mindful of AIIah, He will be mindfu
of you, and if you are mindful of A
lah, you will find Him before yoy
When you ask for anything, ask]it
from Allah, and if you seek help, sek
help in Allah. Know that if the people

were to unite to do you some bendfit,
they could benefit you only whatl-

lah has recorded for you, and if they wpre
to unite to do you some injury, they codld
injure you only with what Allah has re-

corded for you. The pens are withdrajvn
and the pages are dry.

Dhe
er
re

RnSo they returned with Grace and Bol i
foll owed the good Pleasure of Al 1l ©h (Ahmad and Tirmidhi (Sahih). h
Imran 3:174) _ Editorial Team:
nlt is only Shait®©n (Satan) that suggests to you thi

friends (polytheists, disbelievers in the Oneness of Alldh and in His Messenger,
fear

Muhammad] , fear them but

3:175)

SO not ,

We need to spread out the material of Truth. Anything that promotes the truth we

should promote it, we should spread it out, and we should spend from our wealth
effort.

iv) We must see Muslims wherever they may be as our brothers and see their problems
as ours and strive to help how ever practicable. We should know that whatever

problems they may be facing today could be our turn tomorrow to face the
problem.

In conclusion, the Messenger of Allah(SAW) had informed us of some of the
happenings that are going on around us that herald the end time, however, as MusllmlseI

we must continue to strive and pray that Allah help us to overcome the tria
tribulation. We must not lose hope of the help of Allah nor lose sight of the pro
Allah.
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rust in Allah is a difficult issue that can be easgyovides for all our affairs and is ARowerful.

misunderstood. There is a temptation to believe

that by trusting in Allah, we can relieve oufAllah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Guardia

selves of any responsibility for our actions or ' and Disposer of all affairs.} (AZumar 39 6)

role in events and situations that arise in our lives.

Qur'anic verses such as the one below remind us that Bilahtrust in Allah is not ‘meant to absolve us of workir

provides for all our affairs and is ARowerful. for our needs and striving towards good futures. In fe

part of the means by which Allah provides for us is in t

{Allah is the Creator of all thmgs and He is the Guardiamtellectual and reasoning capacity that He created hum
and Disposer of all affalrs } (AZumar 39:6) ~ with.

: Allah has provided for our needs by giving us the ability
But trust in Allah is not meant to absolve us of workiwgrk for our sustenance and to strive for our goals, bott
for our needs and striving towards good futures. In fHwt, present and in the future. This is ewdenced in the
part of the means by which Allah provides for us is'in kwing verse of the Quran
intellectual and reasoning capacny that He created humans
with. {And that man can have nothlng but what he strives fo
‘(An-Najm 53:39)

work for our sustenance and to strive for our goals, both in

the present and in the future. This is evidenced in theQule day Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon hlm) noti

lowing verse of the Quran. a Bedouin leaving his camel without tying it and he ask
the Bedouin, "Why don't you tie down your camel?" T

’ {And that man can have nothmg but what he strives foBédouin answered, "I put my trust in Allah." The Proph

(An-Najm 53: 39) then said, "Tie your camel first, then put your trust in A
; lah" (At-Tirmidhi).

Trust in Allah is a difficult issue that can be easily misiihis refers to the common sense and reasoning that A

derstood. There is a temptation to believe that by trustingis Infinite Mercy has bestowed upon the human int

in Allah, we can relieve ourselves of any responsibility fiect, so that we are able to take due precautions, plan

our actions or role in events and situations that arise irpogpare for possible future events, and create:-a mear

lives. addressing those needs on our own.

Qur' anic verses such as the one below remind us that Allséems to have become a common practlce for .peopl
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say that preventati
and preparative actio@ @ @ @ %
are unnecessary

cause they display
lack of trust in Allah
for our sustenanci
safety, or future plans.
Planning Your Future
Some people do n

It is important fo

us to understan
our own role in p
viding for oursel

plan and save for the

retirement when the and Others.

will be unable to wor

or purchase health i

surance to assistin p @ @ @ @

ing the costs of medical worry if it is sinful to

honey, and herbs, to prevent
Il ne s s e s
These are all examples of
humans doing the work nec-
essary to create a good life in
the present and future, while
preventing potential prob-
lems.

We each have a responsibil-
ity to strive for our needs
and the needs of our fami-
lies, not expecting Allah to
drop the rent money from the
sky or to have groceries just
show up at our door. We
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from getting free, as this
verse of the Quran tells us:

{And you will not Will except
as Allah Wills, the Lord of
the worlds.}
(At-Takwir81:29)

But if we do not bother to tig

our camel, and he wandergnust safeguard his faith and keep |

off or is stolen, we have only
ourselves to blame.
Let's increase our trust i
Allah, and let's do our part
by tying our camels!

Safar:

The

aise be to Allah, the Lord of the

orlds; and may His blessings

and peace be upon our Prophq

Muhammad and upon all his Family|
and Companions.

We supplicate Allah to bless us to follov[

—

the right Sunnah. Know that a Muslim

away from myths and superstitions. Al
lah says (interpretation of meaning)
{Say: "Nothing shall ever happen to ug
except what Allah has ordained for us
He is our Maula (Lord, Helper and Pro-
tector).” And in Allah let the believers

Month of

(]

needs that may arise. Some
people go so far as to spend
their entire paycheck without
heed of upcoming rent or
other basic necessities that
their family may need in the
upcoming weeks.

Some do not even work a
steady job, but pursue Is-
lamic knowledge and travel-
ling to share this knowledge,
while leaving behind fami-
lies that are destitute because
bills are not being paid. If
asked, these people say that
they are trusting in Allah to
provide for them and their
families.

Many questions arise in our
minds when we consider
pursuing a path of savings,
preparation for the future,
and taking preventative pre-
cautions against possible fu-
ture disasters.

It is easy to wonder and

"horde" possessions, food, or
money in this way. We begin
to question our level of trust
in Allah, thinking that it
must be low for us to feel the
need to plan for the future
that we may not even see.
While it is sadly true that we
often forget to ask Allah for
our needs, and are not suffi-
ciently grateful for the
means that He provides us
with, as the hadith about ty-
ing our camel tells us, it is
not correct to leave every-
thing to Him and do nothing
to support ourselves and our
families. It is important for
us to understand our own
role in providing for our-
selves and others.

We build dams to hold water
back from flooding villages.
We do not walk in front of a
bus, trusting that Allah will
bring us to the opposite side
of the street with no
damage. We put
aside portions of

laugh at such a picture, but
when we forget
to work and
plan for these

needs, this
seems to b
what we are
expecting to
happen.

Have Trust in
Allah

Trusting in Al-

lah and His plar
and mercy is O
great  impor-
tance to
faith.

should

stop  trusting
that whatever i
happening in.
our lives is hap

pening  for  a,qtaking preparative measures for your fu-

reason and thaj, .. ‘picyire © Microsoft.com
we can learn

and grow from

it, and that His Mercy will
assist us through it.

Nor should we forget that

Aaminah Hernandezs an

‘Relying on Allah for sustenance does not mep#Bg7: Muslim, 2220)

put their trust.}[9: 51]

He also says (interpretation of meany
ing): {é And whosogf
in Allah, then He will suffice him. Ver-
ily, Allah will accomplish his purpose.
ée}[65: 3]

The month of Safar is like all othern
months. The Prophet (SAW) con
demned what is said about this month.
Abu Hurairah (RA) reported from the
Prophet (SAW) that he said: "No
‘Adwa (i.e. no contagious disease is co
veyed to others without Allah's permis-
sion); nor (any evil omen in the month
of) Safar; nor Hama." A Bedouin said,
"O Allah's Apostle! What about the
camels which, when on the sand (deseft)
look like deers, but when a mang)
camel mixes with them they all get in
fected with mange?" On that Allah's
Apostle said, "Then who conveyed th
(mange) disease to the first (mangy
camel?" (Narrated by alBukhaari,

-

N— ‘W

It is narrated from Ibn Mas'ood that
the Prophet (SAW) said: "No 'Adwa
nor Safar, Allah created every soul ang
wrote its life, livelihood and trials." [At -
Tirmithi]

The above Ahadith clearly prove tha
the month of Safar does not have a

each paycheck to-
wards the upcoming
rent or mortgage
payment.

We fill the car with

enough gas to en-
sure we can get to
our destination with-
out running out. We
lock our homes
when leaving to pre-
vent being robbed.
We eat good foods,

1

Trusting in Allah

and His plan an

mercy is of grea

Importance to ou
faith.

QOO

0900

3
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everything we have is only
held in trust from Allah, and
that we should use it wisely
and share it with others. But
we must also remember that
we have responsibilities that
He has given us: to obey
Him, worship and remember
Him, and to also do our part
in making things happen.
Ultimately, if our camel is
meant to wander, no amount
of tying him will keep him

American writer who con-
verted to Islam seven year

of the Islamic Writers Alli-
ance and the Islamic Artists
Society. She can be cor
tacted atigaabisis-
ter@yahoo.comTo read
more of her work, visit
http:WriteousSister.blogspot
comand http://
WriteousSister-
Speaks.blogspot.com

Sspecial characteristics.
ago. She is an active membgKnow that performing special prayers

in this month to safeguard oneself fron
evil or abstaining from marrying or
from any other happy occasion is noth
ing but myths.

A Muslim should give up such fairy|
tales and should follow the Qur'an, say
ings of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW)
and the way of the Sahabah (Prophet!
companions) and their followers. Allah
knows best.
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Fatwa Team Supervised by Dr. Abdulja

Al-Fageeh,
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Safar 1431 A.H

Calamities???
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Connect With
The Q

Why do we read

we can't understand a sing
b e autif ul s tory

Arabic word???? This is
An old American Muslim lived on a farm in the mountai
eastern Kentucky with his young grandson. Each mofgs
Grandpa was up early sitting at the kitchen table reading
Qur dan. Hi s grandson want g
imitate him in every way he could. One day the gran@s
as ked, "Grandpal! I try to
don't understand it, and what | do understand | forget as
as | close the book. What good does reading the Quranjig
The Grandfather quietly turned from putting coal in the sji
and replied, "Take this coal basket down to the river and I§?
me back a basket of water. The boy did as he was told, [@é
the water leaked out before he got back to the house
grandfather laughed and said, "You'll have to move a &
faster next
time," and sent
him back to the
river with the
basket to try
again.  This

OOV ND VO VO VOVO VO RO VO VOV VOO ®,

time the boy
ran faster, but
again the bas-
ket was empty
before he re-
turned home.
Out of breath,

he told his
grandfather
that it was im-
possible to
carry water in
a basket, and he went to get a bucket instead. The oldjs
said, "I don't want @ucket of water; | want a basket of wa
You're just again not trying hard enough," and he went o

door to watch the boy try in... At this point, the boy knew it
impossible, but he wanted to show his grandfather that e
he ran as fast as he could, the water would leak out befd
got back to the house. The boy again dipped the baskq
river and ran hard, but when he reached his grandfathe
basket was again empty. Out of breath, he said, "See Gra
it's useless!" "So you think it is useless?" The old man
"Look at the basket.'The boy looked at the basket and for
first time realized that the basket was different. It

beentransformed from a dirty old coal basket and was

clean, inside and outSon, that's what happens when you

the Qur'an... You might not understand or remember e
thing, but when you read it, you will be changed, inside
out. That is the work of Allah in our lives."
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