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ery into an act of compassion. On Wednesday, the shoplifter made amer]
$50 bill and a thank you letter for saving him from a life of cr
] The story began in May 2009, when Mohammad Sq

of Shirley, New York, was closing his Shirley Expr
convenience store one night. Security camera fod
from that evening shows a man wielding a baseball
barging into the store and demanding mo
Sohail had a rifle ready and quickly aimed it directly

E ;x months ago, a Long Island convenience store owner turned a-b@utub-

. ¥ loads his gun.

Mohammad Sohail received a thank fGcording to Sohail, the man immediately started to p
letter and $50 from the person wigith him, tearfully saying, "I'm sorry, | have no food
tried to rob his store. [ \

have no money. My whole family is hungry. Don't {
t he police. Don"'t s hoot m e .
"When | see him starting crying [those] things, | really feel bad for him," said Soh
say, oh man, this is something different
Sohail made the man pledge never to rob anybody ever again, then gave the
and a loaf bread. Sohail, who is frgag ;

be a Muslim like him, so he recited
Islamic oath and gave the wotle &
robber the name Nawaz Sharif Za™%
ari. Sohail went to get some milk, b
when he returned the man had fe= "
with the money and food. Bot . %%
Mohammad Sohail and Suffol g 2
County Police have no idea who {3 5 & s

man is. After the May incident, Soh: Q\Tj\,\
explained that he will "absolutely n(§ :, 2
be pressing charges, though police ‘&fe* l
s till investigating
Over the past six months, Sohail's story of sympathy and kindness has inspired
across the country.

The Shirley Express store has received numerous letters of admiration."No persg
ever moved my spirit the way you did. From your biggest admirer," one letter say
"Great men are capable of great acts. You are a great American," another reads
He has also received several checks with such messages for "a couple hundred

' | hand of a thief. In the morning,
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FROM THE SUNNAH

Ikhlaasn-Niyyah

(Sincerity of Intention)

bu Huraira reported Allalp's

Apostle (may peace be upol
him) as saying: A man expressef |
intention to give charity, so he cam
out with charity and placed it in fhe
hand of an adulteress. In the mrr
ing, the people were talking and
ing: charity was given to an adujte

a rich person. In the morning the
people were talking and say
Charity was given to a rich pergor
He (the giver of charity) said: 0
lah, to Thee be the praisea weH
to-do person. He then expresseq h
intention to give charity, so he wen
out with charity and placed it in

people were talking and saying
Charity was given to a thief. So (or
of the persons) said: 0 Allah,| t
Thee be the praise (what a migfo
tune it is that charity has been g|ve
to) the adulteress, to a rich pergol
to a thief! There came (the ang¢l t

.| him) and he was told: Your chdrit
. | has been accepted. As for the gdt
© | teress (the charity might becomd tt

means) whereby she might resjra
herself from fornication. The righ
man might perhaps learn a legsc
and spend from what Allah fas
given him, and the thief might
thereby refrain from committihg
theft. (Sahih Muslim Books,
Hadith2230

in total, says Sohail. He has made a point to give this money "to the people" by
free bagels, rolls and coffee in his store every night after 9 o'clock.

But the envelope that arrived on Wednesday came as a surprise. Postmarked November

11 without a return address, it enclosed a $50 bill and a note apparently from the
would-be robber. The typed letter begins, "You change My Life (sic)," and goes
say that the man is sorry for his actions six months

You had That gun to my head | was 100% that | was going to die," reads the
The letter says Sohail's acts inspired him to become a "True Muslim" and that his
has changed dramatically.

"I'm very happy that somebody got to change his life,” Sohail said. "If he is a may
criminal, maybe is not anymore. So now he is a good person in this community and I'm,

very glad for that. He's staying out of trouble, he's not in a jail, he's taking care
family."

Buxbaum
this report).

From CNNO6s Evan (CNN''s Mary

ago.
"At the time | had No money No food on my table No Job, and nothing for my family. |
know that it was wrong, but | had know (sic) choice. | needed to feed My family. When
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From the Editor's Desk
Just Like Yesterday

raise be to Allald The Giver of Life, thg
~Guardian of faith, one Iunarglear agtygiia
Digest was born to educate and disseminate
mation to the generality of the ummah. Co
menting the effort of the Dawah commitiethey
newsletter from a humble beginning stepped
the journalistic terrain with support and eng
agement from sisters and brothers. Today
look back, we give thank to Allah for making
collective dream a reality. We give thank t
teaming readers for their understanding an
preciation. We commend the relentless effa
our various contributors for keeping the i
the newsletter shining. We appreciate the fing
support from the ummah that had made the
cation on monthly basis possible. Finally

thank AtUsrah organization, and our Imam
conceiving and nurturing this idea to this mo
Ultimately all praises be to Allah and blessin

our prophet (saw), his household and the ge
ity of Muslims till judgment day. _
Indeed we are not Ket where we desired to bg. '
acknowledge our shardmings and the daily uge-
ful suggestions from all towards improvingg
content of the newsletter. With Allah permis
we will continue to strive to deliver to your rg
ing tables publications after publications, ric
content and meeting your yawnln% desire.
attempt in our humble way to reinforce the ef
of our weekly Dawah teachers with informa
that you can quickly make reference to. Weg
for your support and continuous advice. We
forward to receiving your educating articles ¢
areas of knowledge. Always checkigkbh wel
site for current and previous publications.
Thanks for your enduring patronage in kindjar
in cash. Maa salaam ) ) |
Abolurin Savfeathging EQlic

aise be to Allah Who has ordained the Hijrah (migration) of hearts and the Hijrah of bodies on His se
nd has made these two kinds of migration everlasting throughout the ages. We Muslims should foll
example of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) by modelling ourselves after his guida
course of life and following in his footsteps in terms of talking and behaving. Allah Almighty has order
to do this, saying, [Verily in the messenger of Allah ye have a good example for him who looks unto Allah a
last Day, and remembers Allah much]{Ahzab 33:21).
By the beginning of the month of Muharram, people start talking much about the Prophet's Hijrah in sermo
tures, and the mass media. Such speeches are mostly mere stories by which people pass the time; and in a
the matter is neglected and forgotten without affecting people's souls or being regarded as a model to follow
ners and behaviour. Rather, it has become an annual custom that people speak of without understanding or
cording to the meaning of Hijrah.
Linguistically speaking, the word Hijrah in Arabic indicates separating oneself from others bodily, spiritually,


http://www.searchtruth.com/book_display.php?book=005&translator=2&start=0&number=2230
http://www.searchtruth.com/book_display.php?book=005&translator=2&start=0&number=2230#2230
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speech. Legally speaking, it
means departing from disbe-
lieving countries, evil people,
or evil deeds and dispraised
practices. The Hijrah in this
sense is among the traditions
of Ibrahim (peace and bless-
ings be upon him) who said,
[Lo! I am going unto my Lord
Who will guide me] (As
Saffat 37:99). The verse refers
to Ibrahim's emigration from
the country of disbelievers,
seeking faith. Some of his off-
spring accompanied him to
Ash-Sham, where AAqgsa
Mosque is located in Pales-
tine, and then, accompanied
by some others of his off-
spring, he moved to AHijaz,
where the Sacred Mosque is
situated in Makkah. This is
stated in the invocation men-
tioned in the verse that reads
[Our Lord! Lo! | have settled
some of my posterity in an
uncultivable valley near unto
Thy holy House] (Ibrahim
14:37).

Hijrah was also established by
Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings be upon him) as
he twice ordered his Compan-
ions to immigrate to Abys-
sinia to preserve their faith
when the disbelievers in Mak-
kah began torturing them se-
verely. The Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him),
however, remained in Makkah
calling people to Allah, in
spite of the great harm he re-
ceived. Then Allah Almighty
permitted him to immigrate to
Madinah. The Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him)
allowed his Companions to go
to Madinah, and, accordingly,
they began emigrating, leav-
ing their homes and proper-
ties, seeking the bounties and
satisfaction of Allah, and
helping Allah's cause and His
Messenger. Allah praised
those Muhajirun (immigrants
to Madinah) and promised
them great rewards. That is
why Hijrah is mentioned in
t he Qur 6an
jihad. Further, the Muhajirun

became
Prophet's

the best of the

Companions, as
they sacrificed everything one
may cherish; namely home,

property,
tives, in order to preserve their

family, and

faith and to please Allah.

Emigration has become an

established fact that will not  4:100). Furthermore, Allah
cease unt compen-
Judgmen sates
Day, as state those who
in the hadit . o ) emigrate
that  read oHi jrah will motteen
AHIi jra repentance ends, and re- [§ properties
not end unti pentance will not end until gqleft  be-
repentanc the sun rises in the west [g]hind. The
ends, and 144 ¢ is immediately before & AMINY
pentance wil says, V&I’}
not end unti the Judgmen tr?é@ 3
the sun rise leave
in the wes their
(that is imme homes in
diately befor the cause

t he

whoever cannot declare his
religion in a particular place
must move to another place
where he can freely declare

Judgment

his faith. Moreover, Allah Al-

mighty has threatened who-
ever can emigrate for the
abovementioned reason and
does not: [Lo! As for those
whom the angels take (in
death) while
themselves, (the angels) will
In what were ye en-
gaged? They will say: We
were oppressed in the land.
(The angels) will say: Was not
Allah's earth spacious that ye
could have migrated therein?
As for such, their habitation

ask:

will be hell, an evil journey's

end; Except the feeble among
men, and the women, and the
children, who are unable to
devise a plan and are not
shown a way. As for such, it
may be that Allah will pardon
them. Allah is ever Clement,

Forgiving] (AnrNi s aa ©

99).

This is,

assowcs a.t edl
and without doubt,

cious,

in fact,
emigration,

lwa h éhs

rela-

they wrong

a strongly
worded threat to whoever ne-
glects
needed, without a legal ex-

when

there are many good places
where one may
religion freely. In accordance
with this meaning, Allah Al-
mighty says, [Whoso migrates
for the cause of Allah will
find much refuge and abun-

dance in the earth] (AN i s a a @nd avoid them with a becom

D afyAllah,0 afteH suffecirg ,op-

pression, we will assuredly
give a goodly home in this
world; but truly the reward of
the Hereafter will be greater;
if they only realized (this)!]
(An-Nahl: 41 42).
Among the different kinds of
Hijrah is the abandonment of
wrongdoings such as acts of
disbelief, polytheism, hypoc-
risy, and other evil deeds and
bad morals. Addressing
Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings be upon him),
Allah Almighty says, [And
idols, shun] (AtMuddaththir
74:5). Avoiding idols, as
stated in the verse, also im-
plies denouncing them as well
as the people who glorify
them. Besides, the Prophet
(peace and blessings be upon
him) tells us that a Muslim is
the one who avoids harming
Muslims with his tongue and
hands, and an emigrant is the
one who abandons all what
4All&h7 has forbidden. The
hadith indicates that one
should forsake any deed, rule,
word, food, or anything Allah
Almighty has prohibited, as
well as forbidden gaze and
feraiddénhheaiing. Alls gueh-
matters should be forsaken
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completely.
pAnathert kind ef Higrah esots
desert wrongdoers such
disbelievers, hypocrites, im
moral people, and the like, a
Allah Almighty says, [And
bear patiently what they sa

ing avoidance] (A}
Muzzammil 73:10). Here, Al-
lah orders His Messenge
(peace and blessings be upg
him) to be patient with those
fdolisH persohs who belie hi
among his people, and to fo
sake them without blaming
them.

The highest form of Hijrah is
the Hijrah of the hearts to Al
th through worshiping Him
sincerely in secret and in pub
lic. In this form of Hijrah, the
true believer should not intenc
anything with his words and
deeds except gaining Allah's
pleasure and should not lov
except Allah and whoever ig
loved by Allah. Similarly, Hi-
jrah to Allah's Messenger ca
be fulfilled by following him
and giving priority to obeying
his orders over anybody else
To conclude, discussing Hi
jrah cannot be fulfilled by just
narrating the stories and inci
dents of the
nor by holding ceremonieg
and then, all of a sudden, eve
rything ends, leaving no tracg
in the soul or effect on the
behaviour. Unfortunately,
many of those who talk abou
Hijrah every new year do no
know its meaning or act ac
cording to its objectives. The
may even act in contrast wit
such meanings and objectives
and thus talking about Hijra
becomes mere words, whic
are of no avail.

° °
Sheikh Salih ibn Fawzan Al
Fawzan is a member of Th
Saudi Counsel of Senio
Scholars, the Permanen
Committee for Islamic Re
search and Fatwas and thg
Figh Academy in Makkah af
filiated to the Muslim World
League.

Muharram

T

he number of months in the sight of

Allah is twelve (in

a year) - so or-

dained by Him the day He created the
heavens and the earth; of them four are
sacred: that is the straight usage. So
wrong not yourselves therein, and fight
the Pagans all together as they fight you

all together. But know that Allah is with
WKRVH ZKR UHVWUDLQ 38K

These four months, according to the au-

thentic traditions, are Dhul

-Qa'dah, Dhuk

Hijjah, Muharram and Rajab. All the com-
mentators of the Holy Quran are unani-

mous on this point,

because the Holy

Prophet, SAAW, in his sermon on the oc-

casion of his last Hajj, declared:

"One

year consists of twelve months, of which

four are sanctified months, three of them
Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhuk

are in sequence,

Hijjah, Muharram, and the fourth is Ra-
jab." Infact, the messenger of Allah con-
firmed Muharram to be the month of Al-

lah.

Abu Huraira (RA) reported that the Mes-

senger of Allah SAAW was asked as to

which prayer was most excellent after

the prescribed prayer,

and which fast

was most excellent after the month of
Ramadan. He said: Prayer offered in the
middle of the night and the most excel-

lent fast after (fasting) in the month of

Ramadan is the fast in God's month al-

Muharram.
2612).

(Muslim: Book 6: Hadith

Muharram has certain other characteris-

low.

§ tics special to it, which are specified be-

1. Fasting during the month:  Abu
Huraira (RA) reported that He (the Mes-

senger of Allah SAAW) was asked as to

wiriChyafese= e S10St = reellernt -l st

the prescribed prayer,

and which fast

was most excellent after the month of
Ramadan. He said: Prayer offered in the
middle of the night and the most excel-

lent fast after (fasting) in the month of

Ramadan is the fast in God's month al-

Muharram.
2612).

(Muslim: Book 6: Hadith

2. The Day Of Ashura (10th Muharram):

Ibn Abbas was asked about observing of

fast on the day of Ashura, whereupon he

said:

I do not know Allah's Messenger
SAAW singling out any day's fast and con-

sidering it more excellent than another,
except this day (the day of Ashura) and
this month, meaning the month of Rama-
dan. According to another Hadith, it is
more advisable that the fast of 'Ashura’
should either be preceded or followed by
another fast. It means that one should
fast two days: the 9th and 10th of Muhar-
ram or the 10th and 11th. The reason of
this additional fast as mentioned by the
Holy Prophet, SAAW, is that the Jews
used to fast on the day of' Ashura alone,
and the Holy Prophet, SAAW, wanted to
distinguish the Muslim way of fasting
from that of Jews. Therefore, he advised
the Muslims to add another fast to that of

Ashura.
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Month of Allah

(
|

flections or Introspection is the selbservation andé
gensetions. It is a conscious mental and usually
oseful process relying on thinking, reasoning
examining ones own thoughts, feelings and in more spirigh
case, ones soul.
struggle or strife but often misinterpreted as the oxym
Aholy waro. That
-consciousness that leads to pure soul throughre#@éction.
Since we often pass through human forgetfulness and disfe
S
takes, to reflect, to regret, to be filled with remorse and t
plead for forgiveness and finally to earn redemptlon of w
lieve. Fear Allah and keep your duty to him. And let every
son look to what he has sent forth for the tomorrow, and
As Muslims therefore, we need to subject our souls for
examination on a daily basis for a search looking backwart
long look ahead for a resolution to determine our unkn
destinations as the prophet Muhammad (saw) put it in on
eac h (
mot her6s womb for forty
Then it is a clinging object for a similar period. Thereafter [
he breaths into him the spirit. He also commanded about
matters; to write down his sustenance, his lifespan, his d
other that whom there is no god, certainly one of you will dgf
nitely perform the deeds of the people of paradise until the
what has been recorded will overtake him and he shall perfor
the deeds of hell and enter it. And certainly one of you wi
not between him and hell ex
has been recorded will overtake him and he shall perform tf
Bukhaari and Muslim).
Servants of Allah| want us all to look deep inside today. |
fill our lives. | want us all to think about the major preoccupa-
tion. Is it our family? Our school? Our sociklle? What is tak-
brother say, "No matter what; we must always remember: I
lam does not need us. We need Islam."” How true. Islam dc
This need keeps us searching until we find the true source
satisfaction, Islam. We have to make our worship of Allah tf
on the true prize, Jannah. Allah tells us why we are here. Alle
says, And | have not created the jinn and the men except tl

§
eporting of conscious inner thoughts, desires E
There is a concept in Islam called jihad , which is translate
struggl e g
overcome the lower self in order to reach a state of higher
tion to commit sin, Allah gives us ability to recognise our
making resolutions for
Allah. Verily, Allahisala war e of what yo
our spiritual journey, a deep look inside where we are an
his sayings: AVerily
a lump for a similar period. The angel is then sent to him
and whether he will be unhappy or happy. | swear by Afla
not between him and paradi
definitely perform the deeds of the people of hell until there
deeds of the people of paradise and enter it. (Hadith 5, Sak
want us to think about the activities and preoccupations th:
ing up the largest chunk of our lives? The other day, | heard
not need us. Allah does not need us. Allah is thesg#itient.
filler. We have to take our time to worship Allah with our ey
they should worship Me. (Q 51:56).



