
Volume 2, Issue  13            Alâ Usrah Inc. Monthly NewsletterÜ giving voice to Muslim & Islam                                      Rabiu-l-Awwal 1431 A.H  

Editorial Team:  
Managing Editor: 

Abolurin Abd. Samad Tunde 

Editor: 

Adewuyi Abdulazeez 

Contributors: 
     Mufti Taqi Usmani  

       Ali Jamiu   

 

Published by: 
AlUsrah Media/Publicity Committee.  

All correspondence to the Editor at  

media.alusrahinc@yahoo.com  
Website: www.al-usrah.org 

A 
ll praises is due to Allah who guides to the right path and may the peace 
and blessing of Allah be on the Prophet (SAW), his household, his compan-
ions and the generality of the believers until the end of times. 
In times like ours when Muslims have abandoned their religion and are 

chasing after the ephemeral things of this world one can only wonders at the behav-
iours of those who are supposed to be guiding light for mankind. We see in our pre-
sent day how a Muslim woman would rather see her husband died than give up 
power and wealth and we see a non-Muslim woman doing the opposite. That is the 
level of degeneration that has crept into our lives as individual and as a community. 
We have heard and seen cases of men whose wives have asked to abandon their 
practices of Islam and vice-versa. We have seen where the bride put as condition for 
marriage that the husband to be has too long a beard which must be reduced or 
shaved off. We have also heard of where the husband had asked their wives to re-
move or reduced the length of their hijab. What we are seeing in these examples 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
which can be positive or negative. But what are the roles that women and men 
should play in each other lives? 
¢ƘŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴπ
ǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀƴΥ  
 

The believers, men and women, are loyalists of one another,  

they enjoin righteousness and forbid evil, they offer their prayers perfectly  

and give the Zakât, and obey Allah and His Messenger.  

Allah will grant them His Mercy.  

Surely Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise. [Q9:71].  

 
This verse is mentioning that men and women should see themselves as friends and 
helpers of each other in striving to obey Allah as much as possible. If we let the mes-
sage of this verse to be the basis of our marriages and our congregations then we will 
not be seeing such examples as we mentioned above. 
Because of the important role of women in the lives of their family members they 
should realised that their happiness is in being an obedient and believing daughter, a 
loyal and generous wife and a pious and merciful mother. If they realised this, then 
they will influence their family members towards the obedience of Allah and His Mes-
senger. That way they will earn for themselves happiness in this world and bliss and 
pleasure of Allah in the Hereafter.  
Lets our sisters strive to be in the forefront of all that is good so that they may be 
mentioned among the righteous women like Maryam the mother of Jesus and Aasi-
yah the wife of Pharaoh and not be like the wretched women such as the wives of 
Noah and Lut that Allah (SWT) mentioned in the last verses of Suratul Tahrim. The 
mentioning of these women by Allah (SWT) was for us to learn from their behaviours. 
One of them, Aasiyah was in the household of one of the most evil men but still man-
aged to attain the mercy of Allah (SWT) whereas the wives of Noah and Lut were in 
the households of some of the best of mankind and yet were not saved from the an-
ger of Allah (SWT).  
 

ñAllah cites an example for those who disbelieve:  

the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot, who were under two of  

Our righteous slaves yet betrayed them so that they (the husbands)  

availed them naught against Allah and it was said (unto them):  

Enter the Fire along with those who enter.  

And Allah cites an example for those who believe:  

the wife of Pharaoh when she said: My Lord! Build for me a home  

with thee in the Garden, and deliver me from Pharaoh and his work,  

and deliver me from evil-doing folk; And Maryam, daughter of 'Imran,  

whose body was chaste, therefore, we breathed therein something of  

Our Spirit. And she put faith in the words of her Lord  

and His scriptures, and was of the obedient.ò (Q 66:9 -12) 

The Tales of Two Women - Ali Jamiu 
Man & Greed 

A man once accompanied Jesus, saying to 
him, "I want to be with you and be your 
companion." They set forth and reached 
the bank of a river; where they sat down 
to eat. They had with them three loaves. 
They ate two loaves, and a third re-
mained. Jesus then rose and went to the 
river to drink. When he returned, he did 
not find the third loaf, so he asked the 
man: "Who took the loaf?" "I do not 
know," the man replied. Jesus set forth 
once more with the man, and he saw a 
doe [a female deer] with two of her 
young. Jesus called one of the two, and it 
came to him. Jesus then slaughtered it, 
roasted some of it; and ate with his com-
panion. Then he said to the young deer, 
"Rise, by God's leave." The deer rose and 
left. Jesus then turned to his companion 
and said, "I ask you in the name of Him 
who showed you this miracle, who took 
the loaf?" "I do not know," the man re-
plied. The two of them then came to a 
body of water in a valley. Jesus took the 
man by the hand and they walked upon 
the water. When they had crossed over, 
Jesus said to him, "I ask you in the name 
of Him who showed you this miracle, 
who took the loaf?" "I do not know," the 
man replied. They then came to a water-
less desert and sat down upon the ground. 
Jesus began to gather some earth and 
sand, and then said, "Turn to gold, by 
God's leave," and it did so. Jesus divided 
the gold into three portions and said, "A 
third for me, a third for you, and a third 
for whoever took the loaf." The man said, 
"It was I who took the loaf." Jesus said, 
"The gold is all yours." Jesus then left 
him. Two men came upon him [Jesus' 
companion] in the desert with the gold, 
and wanted to rob and kill him. He said 
to them, "Let us divide it into three por-
tions among us, and send one of you to 
town to buy us some food to eat." One of 
them was sent off, and then said to him-
self, "Why should I divide the gold with 
those two? Rather, I shall poison the food 
and have the gold to myself." He went off 
and did so. Meanwhile, the two who 
stayed behind said to each other, "Why 
should we give him a third of the gold? 
Instead, let us kill him when he returns 
and divide the money between the two of 
us." When he returned, they killed him, 
ate the food, and died. The gold remained 
in the desert with the three men dead 
beside it. Jesus passed by, found them in 
that condition, and said to his compan-
ions, "This is the world. Beware of it." 
 
This story is excerpted from the book "The Mus-
lim Jesus" by Tarif Khalidi. The book presents 
in English the largest collection of the sayings and 
stories of Jesus in Islamic literature. 
(IslamiCity.com) 

FROM THE SEERAH  
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 I  
t was a Sunday afternoon and the venue was an Islamic 
gathering, a sister passed-by prior to Solat and the aroma 
that followed from the powerful perfume she was wear-

ing left all concerned stunned and dumbfounded. It was an unfortu-
nate sight to behold considering the level of Dawah at this particu-
lar gathering. One could only wonder at how much sisters that be-
long to this circle have taken in from this Sunday-Sunday gathering 
if a public act that carries as much grievous consequence as being 
an adulterous and non acceptance of Solat is taken with such levity. 
Abu Moosa al-Ashõari said: the Messenger of Allaah (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: òAny woman, who puts on 
perfume then passes by people so that they can smell her fragrance, 
is an adulterous.ó(Narrated by Abu Dawood (4173) and al-Tirmidhi 
(2786); classed as Saheeh by Ibn Daqeeq al-Eid in al-Iqtiraah (126) and by 
Shaykh al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Tirmidhi). 
Moosa ibn Yassaar said that a woman passed by Abu Hurayrah and 
her scent was overpowering. He said, òO female slave of al-Jabbaar, 
are you going to the mosque?ó She said, òYes,ó He said, òAnd have 
you put on perfume because of that?ó She said, òYes.ó He said, 
òGo back and wash yourself, for I heard the Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say: ôIf a woman comes 
out to the mosque and her fragrance is overpowering, Allaah will 
not accept any prayer from her until she goes home and washes 
herself.õ 
The reason for this prohibition is quite clear, which is that womenõs 
fragrance may cause undue provocation of desires. The scholars 
also included other things under this heading of things to be 
avoided by women who want to go to the mosque, such as exces-
sive adornment, jewellery that can be seen (by not covering it or 
being negligent in covering it), and mingling with men.  
Does this prohibition means women cannot wear perfume in Islam? 
The answer is No. Wearing perfume is permissible for women if 
they are at home and there is no chance of a non-mahram being 
around or among other women. If it is done in order to please her 
husband, then it is mustahabb (recommended), because it is part of 
being a good wife. But if a woman puts on perfume and goes out 
with the purpose of letting non-mahram men smell it, then it be-
comes haram, and she is a sinner if she does that, because that in-
volves causing fitnah (temptation) to men. Even when her intention 
is not to purposely tempt men, it is still haram and not allowed.. 

Al - Usrah Digest 

The Enemies Within 
   From the Editor's Desk 

Your Mum, Your Mum,  
Your Mum 

òW ho sat and watch my infant head when 
sleeping on my cradle bed, and tears of 
sweet affection shed, My motherò 

Virtually every one of us knows this poem by heart 
right from our nursery/primary school days. It is a 
testimony of how respectable we hold motherhood.  
A position highly revered by Islam and the messen-
ger of Islam (saw). The prophet was once asked, 
ñWho among the people is the most worthy of my 
good companionship? The Prophet said: Your 
mother. The man said, óThen who?' The Prophet 
said: Then your mother. The man further asked, 
óThen who?' The Prophet said: Then your mother. 
The man asked again, óThen who?' The Prophet said: 
Then your father. (Bukhari, Muslim). 
This great and noble position is earned and not given. 
Consider this hadith of Aisha (RA) about this great 
sacrifice of a mother and weôll realise that motherôs 
nobility is earned apart from being a trust (amanah) 
from Allah. ñA poor woman came to me with her 
daughters. I gave her three date-fruits. She gave a 
date to each of them and then she took up one date-
fruit and brought that to her mouth to eat, but her 
daughters asked her that also. She then divided be-
tween them the date fruit that she intended to eat. 
This (kind) treatment of her impressed me and I 
mentioned that to Allah's Messenger (saw) who said, 
"Verily Allah has assured Paradise for her, because 
of (this act) of her," or said, "Allah has rescued her 
from Hell-Fire." (Muslim) 
The truth is a mother is first a daughter, then a sister, 
then a wife, then a mother and all other relationships 
there from. She is a favoured servant of Allah that 
deserves to show gratitude and dedicate herself to the 
worship of her Lord who has made her the honey of 
this world and pearls of Al-jannah. Also inherent in 
her is infinite fitnah if she neglects the call of her 
Lord. 
Because this is the month Rasul (saw) was born, this 
edition is dedicated to our sisters, mothers, wives and 
other Muslimah to heed the call of their lord and not 
to be the enemy within the house and the enemy 
within self. Enjoy Reading.  
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The other  dimension to  this  excessive 
adornment observed among our women is 
flagrant  display  of  jewelleries  and skin 
bleaching. The gradual drop in the use of 
hijab and other vices that could only be 
associated with unbelievers.  This calls for 
serious muhassaba (reflection) among us. 
Allah says in suratul Hashri, òO you who 
believe! Fear Allah and keep your duty to 
Him. And let every person look to what 
he has sent forth for the morrow, and fear 
Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what 
you do. And be not like those who forgot 
Allah (i.e. became disobedient to Allah) 
and He caused them to forget their own 
selves, (let them to forget to 
do righteous deeds).  Those 
are  the  Fâsiqûn (rebellious, 
disobedient  to  Allah)ó. 
Q59:17-18. 
The  pious  Muslimah  has 
been admonished by Allah in 
suratul Nur, òAnd tell the 
believing  women  to  lower 
their gaze (from looking at 
forbidden things),  and pro-
tect their private parts (from 
illegal sexual acts) and not to 
show  off  their  adornment 
except only that which is ap-
parent (like both eyes for ne-
cessity  to  see  the  way,  or 
outer palms of hands or one 
eye or dress like veil, gloves, 
head cover, apron), and to draw their veils 
all  over Juyoobihinna (i.e. their bodies, 
faces, necks and bosoms) and not to re-
veal their adornment except to their hus-
bands, or their fathers, or their husbandõs 
fathers, or their sons, or their husbandõs 
sons, or their brothers or their brotherõs 
sons, or their sisterõs sons, or their 
(Muslim) women (i.e. their sisters in Is-
lam), or the (female) slaves whom their 
right hands possess, or old male servants 
who lack vigour, or small children who 
have no sense of feminine sex. And let 
them not stamp their feet so as to reveal 
what they hide of their adornment. And 
all of you beg Allaah to forgive you all, O 
believers, that you may be successfuló. 
Q24:31. 
From the foregoing, itõs very clear that all 
the above mentioned vices are frowned at 
by Allah and whoever engages in them is 
only calling on the wrath of Allah on her-
self. Why then would a Muslim sister want 
to destroy herself because of a momentary 
satisfaction derived from these vices? Why 

would our wives want to sacrifice their 
eternal happiness for a fleeting one? Why 
would our mothers want to allow the en-
emy within to devour them and make 
them woods for the blazing fire of jahan-
nam? We must not forget that Allah is All-
Aware of what we do. 
Of note is the role of the husband as the 
maintainer and guardian of our women. 
We  have  been  reminded  in  Suratul 
Taghabun, òO you who believe! Verily, 
among your wives and your children are 
your enemies (who may stop you from the 
obedience of Allah), therefore beware of 
them! But if you pardon (them) and over-

look, and forgive (their faults), then verily, 
Allah  is  Oft-Forgiving,  Most  Merciful. 
Your wealth and your children are only a 
trial, whereas Allah! With Him is a great 
reward (Paradise). So keep your duty to 
Allah and fear Him as much as you can; 
listen and obey; and spend in charity that 
is better for yourselves. And whosoever is 
saved from his own covetousness, then 
they are the successful onesó. Q64:13-16 
As much as the above verses refer to the 
women, it is also applicable to the men. 
Some of us are indeed the enemy within 
the home. Let us all, brothers and sisters, 
fathers and mothers, heed the call of Allah 
and save ourselves from our own covet-
ousness. It is then we can be sure of ever-
lasting  success  here  and  the  hereafter. 
Muslim women have to understand the 
seriousness of the issue and the sin in-
volved in going against this Sharõiah rul-
ing. They should remember that they are 
going out to seek reward, not to fall into 
sin. We ask Allaah to keep us safe and 
sound. 

òO you who believe! Fear Allah and 
keep your duty to Him. And let every 
person look to what he has sent forth 
for the morrow, and fear Allah. Verily, 

Allah is All-Aware of  what you do. And 
be not like those who forgot Allah (i.e. 
became disobedient to Allah) and He 

caused them to forget their own selves, 
(let them to forget to do righteous 

deeds). Those are the Fâsiqûn 
(rebellious, disobedient to Allah)ó. 

R a b i u - l - A w w a l :  C e l e b r a t i o n  o r  R e f l e c t i o n  

R abiu-l-Awwal is the most significant month in the Islamic history, because humanity 
has been blessed in this month by the birth of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, (saw). 
Before the birth of the Holy Prophet, (saw), not only the Arabian peninsula, but also 

the so-called civilized nations of Rome and Persia were drowned in the darkness of igno-
rance, superstitions, oppression and unrest. The Holy Prophet, (saw), came with the eter-
nal truth of Tawhid (Oneness of Allah), the only faith which provides a firm basis for the 
real concepts of knowledge, equity and peace. It was this faith which delivered humanity 
from ignorance and superstitions and spread the light of true knowledge all over the world. 
Thus the birth of the Holy Prophet, (saw) was the most significant and the most remarkable 
event in human history. Had there been room in Islamic teachings for the celebration of 
birthdays or anniversaries, the birthday of the Holy Prophet, (saw), would have undoubt-
edly deserved it more than the birthday of any other person. But that is against the nature 
of Islamic teachings. That is why, unlike Judaism, Christianity, and Hinduism, there are very 
few festivals in Islam, which provides for only two Eids (Eidul-fitr and Eidul-Adha) during 
the whole year. The dates of these two Eids do not correspond to the birthday of any of 
the outstanding persons of Islamic history, nor can their origin be attributed to any particu-
lar event of history that had happened in these dates. 
On the other hand, Islam has not prescribed any festival for the birthday of any person, 
however great or significant he may be. The prophets of Allah are the persons of the high-
est status amongst all human beings. But the Holy Prophet, (saw), or his noble companions 
never observed the birthday or anniversary of any of them. Even the birthday of the Holy 
Prophet, (saw), which was the most happy day for the whole mankind was never cele-
brated by the Holy Prophet, (saw), himself, nor by his blessed Companions. 
The Companions of the Holy Prophet, (saw), remained alive after him for about a century, 
but despite their unparalleled and profound love towards the Holy Prophet, (saw), they 
never celebrated the birthday or the death anniversary of the Holy Prophet, (saw). Instead, 
they devoted their lives for promoting the cause of Islam, for bringing his teachings into 
practice, for conveying his message to the four corners of the world and for establishing 
the Islamic order in every walk of life. 
In original Islamic resources, we cannot find any instruction about the celebration of birth-
days or death anniversaries. Many Companions of the Holy Prophet, (saw), passed away 
during his life-time. His beloved wife Khadijah, (RA), passed away in Makah. His beloved 
uncle Hamzah, (RA) was brutally slaughtered during the battle of Uhud. But the Holy 
Prophet, (saw), never observed their birthday or their death anniversaries, nor did he ever 
advise his followers to celebrate his own birthday in Rabiu-l-Awwal. 
The Holy Qur'an has clearly pronounced on the occasion of the last Hajj of the Holy 
Prophet, (saw): "Today, I have completed the teachings of your religion." [Al-Maida 5:3]. It 
means that all the teachings of Islam were communicated to the Muslims through the Holy 
Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet, (saw). No one is allowed after it to add any 
thing to them as a part of religion. What was not a part of religion during the lifetime of the 
Holy Prophet, (saw), can never become part of it. Such additions are termed by the Holy 
Prophet, (saw), as Bid'ah or innovation. 
The reason for abstinence from such celebrations is that they divert the attention of peo-
ple from the real teachings of Islam towards the observance of some formal activities only. 
Initially, these celebrations may begin with utmost piety and with a bona fide intention to 
pay homage to a pious person. Yet, the experience shows that the celebration is ultimately 
mixed up with an element of merrymaking and rejoicing and is generally confused with 
secular festivals and the secular, and often sinful, activities creep into it gradually. 
What is really important with regard to the Holy Prophet, (saw), is, first, to follow his teach-
ings, and second to make his pious Seerah available to every Muslim, to preserve it in the 
hearts of the Muslims from the very childhood, to educate the family members to run their 
lives according to it and to hold it as the most glorious example of the human conduct the 
universe has ever witnessed -- and all this with utmost love and reverence, not manifested 
by some formal activities only, but also through actual behaviour of following the Sunnah. 
This cannot be done by merely holding processions and illuminating the walls. This requires 
constant and consistent efforts and a meaningful program of education and training.   
(By Mufti Taqi Usmani: VP of Darul-Uloom, Karachi, Pakistan. Teaches Sahih Bukhari, 

Fiqh and Islamic economics.) 
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T he hijab is an act of obedience to Allah and to his 
prophet (saw), Allah says in the Qur'an: `It is not for a 

believer, man or woman, when Allah and His messenger 
have decreed a matter that they should have an option in their decision. 
And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger has indeed strayed in 
a plain error.' (Q33:36). Allah also said: 'And tell the believing women 
to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden things) and protect their 
private parts (from illegal sexual acts, etc) and not to show off their 
adornment except what must (ordinarily) appear thereof, that they 
should draw their veils over their Juyoobihinna.'(Q24:31). 
The Hijab is IFFAH (Modesty). 
Allah made the adherence to the hijab a manifestation for chastity and 
modesty. Allah says: 'O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters 
and the women of the believers to draw their cloaks (veils) over their 
bodies (when outdoors). That is most convenient that they should be 
known and not molested.' (Q33:59). In the above Ayah, there is evi-
dence that the recognition of the apparent beauty of the woman is 
harmful to her. When the cause of attraction ends, the restriction is 
removed. This is illustrated in the case of elderly women who may 
have lost every aspect of attraction. Allah made it permissible for them 
to lay aside their outer garments and expose their faces and hands re-
minding, however, that it is still better for them to keep their modesty. 
The hijab is Tahara (Purity) 
Allah had shown us the hikmah (wisdom) behind the legislation of the 
hijab: `And when you ask them (the Prophet's wives) for anything you 
want, ask them from behind a screen that is purer for your hearts and 
their hearts.' (Q33:53). The hijab makes for greater purity for the hearts 
of believing men and women because it screens against the desire of 
the heart. Without the hijab, the heart may or may not desire. That is 
why the heart is more pure when the sight is blocked (by hijab) and 
thus the prevention of fitna (evil actions is very much manifested. The 
hijab cuts off the ill thoughts and the greed of the sick hearts. `Be not 
soft in speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease (of hypocrisy or evil 
desire for adultery, etc) should be moved with desire, but speak in an 
honourable manner.' (Q33:32) 
The hijab is a Shield 
The prophet (saw) said: "Allah, Most High, is Heaven, is Ha'yeii 
(Bashful), Sit'teer (Shielder). He loves Haya' (Bashfulness) and Sitr 
(Shielding; Covering)." The Prophet (saw) also said: "Any woman who 
takes off her clothes in other than her husband's house (to show off for 
unlawful purposes), has broken Allah's shield upon her.  "The hadith 
demonstrates that depending upon the kind of action committed there 
will be either reward (if good) or punishment (if bad). 
The hijab is Taqwa (Righteousness) 
Allah says in the Qur'an: `O children of Adam! We have bestowed 
raiment upon you to cover yourselves (screen your private parts, etc) 
and as an adornment. But the raiment of righteousness, that is bet-
ter.'(Q7:26). The widespread forms of dresses in the world today are 
mostly for show off and hardly taken as a cover and shield of the 
woman's body. To the believing women, however the purpose is to 
safeguard their bodies and cover their private parts as a manifestation 
of the order of Allah. It is an act of Taqwa (righteousness). 
The hijab is Imaan (Belief or Faith) 
Allah did not address His words about the hijab except to the believing 
women, Al-Mo'minat. In many cases in the Qur'an Allah refers to the 
"the believing women". Aisha (RA), the wife of the prophet (saw), 
addressed some women from the tribe of Banu Tameem who came to 
visit her and had light clothes on them, they were improperly dressed: 
"If indeed you are believing women, then truly this is not the dress of 
the believing women, and if you are not believing women, then enjoy 
it." 
The hijab is Haya' (Bashfulness) 
There are two authentic hadith which state: "Each religion has a moral-
ity and the morality of Islam is haya'" AND "Bashfulness is from be-
lief, and belief is in Al-Jannah (paradise)". The hijab fits the natural 
bashfulness which is a part of the nature of women. 
The hijab is Gheerah 
The hijab fits the natural feeling of Gheerah, which is intrinsic in the 
straight man who does not like people to look at his wife or daughters. 
Gheerah is a driving emotion that drives the straight man to safeguard 
women who are related to him from strangers. The straight MUSLIM 
man has Gheerah for ALL MUSLIM women. In response to lust and 
desire, men look (with desire) at other women while they do not mind 
that other men do the same to their wives or daughters. The mixing of 
sexes and absence of hijab destroys the Gheerah in men. Islam consid-
ers Gheerah an integral part of faith. The dignity of the wife or daugh-
ter or any other Muslim woman must be highly respected and de-
fended.                          (from Islamworld.net/hijabvirtues) 

The other  dimension to  this  excessive 
adornment observed among our women is 
flagrant  display  of  jewelleries  and skin 
bleaching. The gradual drop in the use of 
hijab and other vices that could only be 
associated with unbelievers.  This calls for 
serious muhassaba (reflection) among us. 
Allah says in suratul Hashri, òO you who 
believe! Fear Allah and keep your duty to 
Him. And let every person look to what 
he has sent forth for the morrow, and fear 
Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what 
you do. And be not like those who forgot 
Allah (i.e. became disobedient to Allah) 
and He caused them to forget their own 
selves, (let them to forget to 
do righteous deeds).  Those 
are  the  Fâsiqûn (rebellious, 
disobedient  to  Allah)ó. 
Q59:17-18. 
The  pious  Muslimah  has 
been admonished by Allah in 
suratul Nur, òAnd tell the 
believing  women  to  lower 
their gaze (from looking at 
forbidden things),  and pro-
tect their private parts (from 
illegal sexual acts) and not to 
show  off  their  adornment 
except only that which is ap-
parent (like both eyes for ne-
cessity  to  see  the  way,  or 
outer palms of hands or one 
eye or dress like veil, gloves, 
head cover, apron), and to draw their veils 
all  over Juyoobihinna (i.e. their bodies, 
faces, necks and bosoms) and not to re-
veal their adornment except to their hus-
bands, or their fathers, or their husbandõs 
fathers, or their sons, or their husbandõs 
sons, or their brothers or their brotherõs 
sons, or their sisterõs sons, or their 
(Muslim) women (i.e. their sisters in Is-
lam), or the (female) slaves whom their 
right hands possess, or old male servants 
who lack vigour, or small children who 
have no sense of feminine sex. And let 
them not stamp their feet so as to reveal 
what they hide of their adornment. And 
all of you beg Allaah to forgive you all, O 
believers, that you may be successfuló. 
Q24:31. 
From the foregoing, itõs very clear that all 
the above mentioned vices are frowned at 
by Allah and whoever engages in them is 
only calling on the wrath of Allah on her-
self. Why then would a Muslim sister want 
to destroy herself because of a momentary 
satisfaction derived from these vices? Why 

would our wives want to sacrifice their 
eternal happiness for a fleeting one? Why 
would our mothers want to allow the en-
emy within to devour them and make 
them woods for the blazing fire of jahan-
nam? We must not forget that Allah is All-
Aware of what we do. 
Of note is the role of the husband as the 
maintainer and guardian of our women. 
We  have  been  reminded  in  Suratul 
Taghabun, òO you who believe! Verily, 
among your wives and your children are 
your enemies (who may stop you from the 
obedience of Allah), therefore beware of 
them! But if you pardon (them) and over-

look, and forgive (their faults), then verily, 
Allah  is  Oft-Forgiving,  Most  Merciful. 
Your wealth and your children are only a 
trial, whereas Allah! With Him is a great 
reward (Paradise). So keep your duty to 
Allah and fear Him as much as you can; 
listen and obey; and spend in charity that 
is better for yourselves. And whosoever is 
saved from his own covetousness, then 
they are the successful onesó. Q64:13-16 
As much as the above verses refer to the 
women, it is also applicable to the men. 
Some of us are indeed the enemy within 
the home. Let us all, brothers and sisters, 
fathers and mothers, heed the call of Allah 
and save ourselves from our own covet-
ousness. It is then we can be sure of ever-
lasting  success  here  and  the  hereafter. 
Muslim women have to understand the 
seriousness of the issue and the sin in-
volved in going against this Sharõiah rul-
ing. They should remember that they are 
going out to seek reward, not to fall into 
sin. We ask Allaah to keep us safe and 
sound. 

My Hijab, My Honour 

R a b i u - l - A w w a l :  C e l e b r a t i o n  o r  R e f l e c t i o n  

R abiu-l-Awwal is the most significant month in the Islamic history, because humanity 
has been blessed in this month by the birth of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, (saw). 
Before the birth of the Holy Prophet, (saw), not only the Arabian peninsula, but also 

the so-called civilized nations of Rome and Persia were drowned in the darkness of igno-
rance, superstitions, oppression and unrest. The Holy Prophet, (saw), came with the eter-
nal truth of Tawhid (Oneness of Allah), the only faith which provides a firm basis for the 
real concepts of knowledge, equity and peace. It was this faith which delivered humanity 
from ignorance and superstitions and spread the light of true knowledge all over the world. 
Thus the birth of the Holy Prophet, (saw) was the most significant and the most remarkable 
event in human history. Had there been room in Islamic teachings for the celebration of 
birthdays or anniversaries, the birthday of the Holy Prophet, (saw), would have undoubt-
edly deserved it more than the birthday of any other person. But that is against the nature 
of Islamic teachings. That is why, unlike Judaism, Christianity, and Hinduism, there are very 
few festivals in Islam, which provides for only two Eids (Eidul-fitr and Eidul-Adha) during 
the whole year. The dates of these two Eids do not correspond to the birthday of any of 
the outstanding persons of Islamic history, nor can their origin be attributed to any particu-
lar event of history that had happened in these dates. 
On the other hand, Islam has not prescribed any festival for the birthday of any person, 
however great or significant he may be. The prophets of Allah are the persons of the high-
est status amongst all human beings. But the Holy Prophet, (saw), or his noble companions 
never observed the birthday or anniversary of any of them. Even the birthday of the Holy 
Prophet, (saw), which was the most happy day for the whole mankind was never cele-
brated by the Holy Prophet, (saw), himself, nor by his blessed Companions. 
The Companions of the Holy Prophet, (saw), remained alive after him for about a century, 
but despite their unparalleled and profound love towards the Holy Prophet, (saw), they 
never celebrated the birthday or the death anniversary of the Holy Prophet, (saw). Instead, 
they devoted their lives for promoting the cause of Islam, for bringing his teachings into 
practice, for conveying his message to the four corners of the world and for establishing 
the Islamic order in every walk of life. 
In original Islamic resources, we cannot find any instruction about the celebration of birth-
days or death anniversaries. Many Companions of the Holy Prophet, (saw), passed away 
during his life-time. His beloved wife Khadijah, (RA), passed away in Makah. His beloved 
uncle Hamzah, (RA) was brutally slaughtered during the battle of Uhud. But the Holy 
Prophet, (saw), never observed their birthday or their death anniversaries, nor did he ever 
advise his followers to celebrate his own birthday in Rabiu-l-Awwal. 
The Holy Qur'an has clearly pronounced on the occasion of the last Hajj of the Holy 
Prophet, (saw): "Today, I have completed the teachings of your religion." [Al-Maida 5:3]. It 
means that all the teachings of Islam were communicated to the Muslims through the Holy 
Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet, (saw). No one is allowed after it to add any 
thing to them as a part of religion. What was not a part of religion during the lifetime of the 
Holy Prophet, (saw), can never become part of it. Such additions are termed by the Holy 
Prophet, (saw), as Bid'ah or innovation. 
The reason for abstinence from such celebrations is that they divert the attention of peo-
ple from the real teachings of Islam towards the observance of some formal activities only. 
Initially, these celebrations may begin with utmost piety and with a bona fide intention to 
pay homage to a pious person. Yet, the experience shows that the celebration is ultimately 
mixed up with an element of merrymaking and rejoicing and is generally confused with 
secular festivals and the secular, and often sinful, activities creep into it gradually. 
What is really important with regard to the Holy Prophet, (saw), is, first, to follow his teach-
ings, and second to make his pious Seerah available to every Muslim, to preserve it in the 
hearts of the Muslims from the very childhood, to educate the family members to run their 
lives according to it and to hold it as the most glorious example of the human conduct the 
universe has ever witnessed -- and all this with utmost love and reverence, not manifested 
by some formal activities only, but also through actual behaviour of following the Sunnah. 
This cannot be done by merely holding processions and illuminating the walls. This requires 
constant and consistent efforts and a meaningful program of education and training.   
(By Mufti Taqi Usmani: VP of Darul-Uloom, Karachi, Pakistan. Teaches Sahih Bukhari, 

Fiqh and Islamic economics.) 


